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Eclipse for solo violin (2000) 
 
The first performance was given by Mieko Kanno at St. Paul’s Hall, Huddersfield, UK, on 
the 13th January 2000. 
 
 
Duration: c. 8 minutes  
 
 
 
Performance Note 
 
Dynamic fluctuation, unless otherwise marked, should come through performativity, rather 
than phrasing. Glissandi should occupy the entire notated duration. The pitches at the 
beginning and end of a glissando should not be accented. High-pitched notes, sound can 
break (this is intentional).  
 
 
Special note – lighting technician (requires a copy of the score) 
 

1. DOWNWARD SPOTLIGHT on the player throughout the entire performance. 
   

2. STAGE LIGHTING - SOFT HUE at start of performance. Gradually dim stage lighting 
at measure 159 down to TOTAL DARKNESS at the commencement of measure 162. 
Gradually brighten stage lighting at measure 176 up to SOFT HUE at the 
commencement of measure 178 to end of performance. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	

Programme Note 
 
I composed Eclipse for esteemed violinist Mieko Kanno, after an intense workshop with her 
during the latter period of 1999, whilst studying at the University of Huddersfield.     
 
Eclipse marks a rare spectacle.  At mid-morning on Wednesday 11th August 1999, a total 
eclipse – full blacking out of the sun – was witnessed by spellbound onlookers located 
around the south western peninsular of Cornwall. The path of totality began to the south 
of Nova Scotia at sunrise and passed over the Atlantic Ocean towards the United Kingdom 
before reaching its maximum duration over Romania, and ended at sunset over the Bay of 
Bengal.  
 
Eclipse might be perceived as a musical painting. There is clearly an important visual 
element in the way the material is shaped, reflecting the actual event, which in the music 
expressly articulates the juxtaposition of two distinct themes and the palindrome.  
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

 




 


 
 
 
        



 







       




 





                



 



            



 

        

                      

                         

             
        


          

 


   

 
 


 


  

 

 

 

 


 


  

  
 





 





  

 

 


  


 

 


 


 





 








  

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
naturale

 pp pizz.


f


pp

sul pont.trem.

pp pizz.

 gliss
.

naturale

mf  pppizz.


arco


mf


pp

pizz. arco

mf


pppizz.


arco



   


f

 


mf

 
f




mf cresc. poco a poco

3

f

3


mf

0

pesante

2   
0

2 


p


pizz.

f







       
 


  




 



 

   


 


  

  



    

 

  
 




  










    






              





    
        








 
 

  


 

   
          


  



  

    




 




  


              

      


 

        
 






 


   



 


  





          

 





   
                             

                             

             
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