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Enigma for solo piano (2000)

The first performance was given by Philip Thomas at St. Paul’s Hall, Huddersfield (UK) on
the 2nd May 2002.

Duration: c. 4 minutes

Performance Note

Part of the conception of this work involves idiomatic musical materials. Whilst some
passages of music are designed to ‘sit under the fingers’ with great efficiency, others will
prove problematic. It is expected that the exact indications of tempo/rhythm (etc.) will be
compromised during performance of certain sections of material, although at all times the
performer should endeavour to give an exact account of the score as possible paying
particular attention to articulation.



Programme Note

Enigma for solo piano (2000) pays homage to Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) at a
time that marked the two hundred and fiftieth anniversary of his death. BACH’s motif (Ex.
1 below) enabled my starting point. Clearly this musical cryptogram is evident in many of
Bach’s works, e.g., the first movement of the Second Brandenburg Concerto BWV 1047
(bars 109-12, bass), and towards the end of the Canonic Variations for organ BWV 769.
Also, perhaps most famously as a fugue subject in the last Contrapunctus of The Art of
Fugue, BWV 1080.

Ex. 1: BACH’s motif
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Numerous composers have woven BACH’s motif into the fabric of their works, e.g. Franz
Liszt, Fantasy and Fugue on the Theme B-A-C-H, for organ (1855)!. Webern used it to
create a tone row for his String Quartet, Op 28.?> Other less prominent composers use
BACH’s motif, some of which chose to commemorate birth/death anniversaries, 19503,
1985% and 2000°.

MH

! Later revised, 1870, and arranged for piano, 1871.

2 Webern, Anton (1885-1943) String Quartet, Op. 28, Vienna: Universal Edition 12399 (Stimmen),
(Partitur: Ph. 390)].

3 Zuckmayer, Eduard (1890-1972) B-A-C-H Canon in three parts, in Fritz Jéde, Der Kanon, Teil 3, S. 38
[Wolfenbittel: Méseler 1950].

4 Zechlin, Ruth (1926-2007) Hommage a Bach, for choir.

5 Zanettovich, Daniel (b 1950) Passacaglia B.A.C.H. jubilzeum, for organ [Padova: Armelin Musica, 2000].
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